2014-2015 Instructional Calendar
6th Grade Band
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Week 1
	
	
	
	

	Music notation, clef identification and reading, rhythm values, breathing, basic embouchure formation, music symbols introduction. (6.1.A; 6.2.A; 6.3.A,B,C; 6.4.A)
	 This week begin taking orders for the Essential Elements 2000 band books, and the Wessels Percussion books. Orders should arrive Aug 30th. Orders placed after Aug 30 should arrive the Monday after they are placed.
	
	
	Instrument Drive Tatum Music 4-6:30PM

	Week 2
	
	
	
	

	
	Continue to review concepts taught the previous week. Begin forming embouchure on mouthpiece, teach proper procedure to put instrument together, teach proper instrument care. (6.1.A; 6.2.A; 6.3.A,B,C; 6.4.A)
	
	
	Chair Test (6.2.AB)

	Week 3
	
	
	
	

	Continue to review basic concepts from last two weeks. Focus on proper breathing technique, holding instrument. Begin identifying notation with corresponding finger combination on instrument. (6.1.A,B,C; 6.2.A; 6.3.A,B,C; 6.4.A)
	
	
	
	Chair Test (6.2.AB/6.3.A)

	Notes:

Content listed at the beginning of the week applies to the whole week. As students enter the class professional recordings of their instrument will be playing, this will continue throughout the year (6.6.A.B; 5.6.A.B.C.D). All chair tests will be an assessment of prior concepts taught in class. Chair test will usually occur each Friday. Play-offs for “Buckeye Bands” will be determined by the student’s director. *Lesson schedule is subject to change to accommodate the abilities and strengths of the students in each class. 



2014-2015 Instructional Calendar
6th Grade Band

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Week 4
	
	
	
	

	Essential Elements Book (EE) p. 4-5 Playing with full tone, accurate duration and cut-off for each rhythmic value, time signatures. Continued focus on basic music concepts taught in previous weeks. (6.1.A,B,C; 6.2.A; 6.3.A; 6.4.A)
	Continued: Teach counting using foot tapping to reinforce the “1 &” counting method.

	
	
	Chair Test (6.2.AB/6.3.A)

	Week 5
	
	
	
	

	EE p6 Introduce notes by step and small leaps. Teach short melodies by ear, “copy cat” rhythms by ear, begin teaching the 5 note Bb scale. Continue to review previous material. 
(6.1.A,B,C; 6.2.A; 6.3.A; 6.4.A)

	
	
	
	Chair Test (6.2.AB/6.3.A)

	Week 6
	
	
	
	

	EE p7 Use more small leaps in short melodic lines. Continue to focus on proper use of air, tapping foot while counting, Bb 5 note scale, and material covered previously.
(6.1.A,B,C; 6.2.A; 6.3.A; 6.4.A)

	
	
	
	Chair Test (6.2.AB/6.3.A)

	Notes:

Each class, time will be spent on reviewing rhythms, notation, note identification, creating a characteristic sound on the instrument, embouchure placement and formation, and correct instrument. These basic skills allow students to have a solid foundation in music and prepare them for success in Junior High and High School band. *Lesson schedule is subject to change to accommodate the abilities and strengths of the students in each class.
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	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Week 7
	
	
	
	

	EE p8 Introduce transposition, fermata and repeats, review step motion, small skips, “Twinkle, Twinkle” was composed by Mozart, Bb Concert scale. Continue to reinforce musical concepts covered in first 6 weeks. Special emphasis on counting, conducting 2/4 time, characteristic sound, and proper use of air. (6.1.A,B; 6.2.A,B; 6.3.A,B,C; 6.5.C)
	
	
	
	Chair Test 
(6.2.A,B; 6.3.A,C; 6.6.A,C)

	Week 8
	
	
	
	

	EE p8-9 Introduce dynamics, Bb Concert scale, begin learning “Go Big Bux” for Pep Rally. Review fermata and repeats. . (6.1.A,B; 6.2.A,B; 6.3.A,B,C)  

	 
	
	
	

	Week 9
	
	
	
	

	EE p9 Begin allowing students to pass of p9 #38 for Christmas sheet. Explain proper pep rally procedures and etiquette.  Review “Go Big Bux” for pep rally performance. (6.1.A,B; 6.2.A,B; 6.3.A,B,C; 6.5.A,C)
	Information about Pep Rally performance will be sent home this week. Students will need a signed permission form to participate.
	
	
	Chair Test 

(6.2.A,B; 6.3.A,C; 6.6.A,C)

	Notes: This six weeks, there will be a particular focus on helping students quickly identify note names and associating it with a fingering pattern on their instrument. In order to become proficient quickly, it is very important that students practice at home regularly. *Lesson schedule is subject to change to accommodate the abilities and strengths of the students in each class.
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	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Week 10
	
	
	
	

	Review “Go Big Bux”, teach pep rally warm-up (Bb concert scale). Review eighth note rhythms, foot tapping and counting, note values and note names. Student evaluation of Pep Rally performance. (6.1.A, 6.2.A,B,C; 6.3C; 6.6.A,B,C)
	Pep Rally Permission forms MUST be turned in by this date.
All students should have passed off p9 #38 to receive their Christmas sheet music. (This same music will be used on their Christmas recital Dec. 9 & 10th)

	
	6th Grade Band to Perform at last JH pep rally
	 Chair Test

(6.3.A,C)

	Week 11
	
	
	
	

	Continue to review eighth note rhythms, introduce Eb Concert scale and chromatic scale. Begin learning Christmas sheet music in classes. (6.1.A,C; 6.2.A,B,C; 6.3.A,B,C)

	
	
	
	Chair Test

(6.3.A,C)

	Week 12
	
	
	
	

	EE p 10-11, Introduce the concept of conducting in different time signatures, Italian Composer Rossini and “William Tell Overture.” Review Eb Concert Scale, Christmas music, and characteristic tone. (6.1.A,C; 6.2.A,B,C; 6.3.A,B,C, 6.5.A,C,D)
	
	
	
	Chair Test

(6.3.A,C)

	Notes:  
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	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Week 13
	
	
	
	

	EE P13-15, introduce ties, use “Rhythm Sheet” to reinforce the concept of ties, focus on rhythmic accuracy and foot tapping, begin to phase out allowing students to write in note names in their music. (6.1.A,C; 6.2.A,B,C; 6.3.A,B,C)

	Information will go home this week about our Christmas performances at GNB, Upshur County Library, and the Student Christmas Recitals. 
	
	
	Chair Test

(6.3.A,C)

	Week 14
	
	
	
	

	EE p 16-17, introduce accidentals and first and second endings, prepare students for public concerts and Christmas recitals. We will have solo days this week in preparation. (6.1.A,C; 6.2.A,B,C; 6.3.A,B,C; 6.6A,B,C)

	Performance at Upshur Co. Library
	Solo Day
	Solo Day
	Solo Day

	Week 15
	
	
	
	

	Christmas Recital Day 1
Hold Mock Recitals Monday and Tuesday. After recitals, review first and second endings, accidentals and Bb and Eb concert scales. (6.1.A,C; 6.2.A,B,C; 6.3.A,B,C; 6.6A,B,C)

	Christmas Recital Day 2
	
	
	Chair Test

(6.3.A,C)

	Notes:  Christmas Recitals will be held in the HS Auditorium, students will report to the High School Music Building not later than 30 minutes before recital time. Parents and guest should be in their seats 10 minutes before recitals begin. Before Christmas break, students should have passed off all the requirements for their “Buckeye Bands” awards. After Christmas, a new set of “Buckeye Bands” will be passed out.
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	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Week 16
	
	
	
	

	EE p 20-21, Introduce phrasing, review the “Rhythm sheet,” check for understanding of the rhythms, basic music concepts from the beginning of the year. (6.1.A; 6.2.A,B; 6.3.B,C; 6.4.B)

	This week students will receive the “Christmas Break Challenge.” Students who complete the challenge and score a first division on it will be able to participate in a pizza party, Jan 24th.
	
	
	Students MUST take their instruments home over break. DO NOT leave an instrument in the car overnight, it damages them.

	Week 17
	
	
	
	

	Review the “Rhythm sheet” and counting concepts, focus on proper breathing technique, remind students of characteristic sounds, check instruments for proper hand position and check that they are put together correctly, begin listening to the “Christmas Break Challenge.”
(6.1.A; 6.2.A,B; 6.3.B,C; 6.4.B)
	This week, students will receive their music for the Solo Contest and the new “Buckeye Bands” requirements. This contest will be held during band class in the beginning of February.
	
	
	Chair Test

(6.3.A,C)

	Week 18
	
	
	
	

	Continue to review materials covered last week, work on solo music in class, introduce dotted rhythms, F Concert Scale and Ab Concert Scale, and cover criteria to make a first division at solo contest. (6.1.A; 6.2.A,B; 6.3.B,C; 6.4.B; 6.5.A,C; 6.6.A,B,C)
	 
	
	
	Chair Test

(6.3.A,C)

	Notes: Students will be receiving a Christmas Break Challenge, new Buckeye Bands requirements, and Solo music. Students must take their instruments home over break. Please do not allow the instruments to be left in a car overnight.
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	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Week 19
	
	
	
	

	
	Review all scales covered, keep working on solo music, and finish listening to the “Christmas Challenge.” (6.1.A; 6.2.A,B; 6.3.B,C; 6.4.B)

	Last day to play-off the “Christmas Challenge.”
	
	 Christmas Challenge Pizza Party
Chair Test

(6.3.A,C)

	Week 20
	
	
	
	

	Review all scales covered, work on solo music, begin solo days, and review procedure for the solo contest. (6.1.A; 6.2.A,B; 6.3.B,C; 6.4.B; 6.5.A,C; 6.6.A,B,C)

	
	
	Solo Day
	Solo Day

	Week 21
	
	
	
	

	Review all scales covered, work on solo music, begin solo days, and review procedure for the solo contest. (6.1.A; 6.2.A,B; 6.3.B,C; 6.4.B; 6.5.A,C; 6.6.A,B,C)

	
	
	Solo Contest Day
	

	Notes:
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	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Week 22
	
	
	
	

	Pass out music for Canton Contest, review counting, rhythms, all scales, and instrument specific skills. (6.1.A,B,C; 6.2.A,B,C; 6.3.A,C; 6.5.C,D; 6.6.A,B,C)

	This week students will receive a permission form and a performance policy to take home and have parents sign. Failure to turn in these documents will keep a student from attending the Canton Contest and Splash Kingdom water park.
	
	
	Chair Test/Pass offs


	Week 23
	
	
	
	

	Continue to learn Canton Contest music, counting, rhythms, all scales, and instrument specific skills. (6.1.A,B,C; 6.2.A,B,C; 6.3.A,C; 6.5.C,D; 6.6.A,B,C)

	
	
	
	Chair Test/Pass offs
(6.1.A; 6.2.A,B; 6.3.C)

	Week 24
	
	
	
	

	Continue to learn Canton Contest music, counting, rhythms, all scales, and instrument specific skills. (6.1.A,B,C; 6.2.A,B,C; 6.3.A,C; 6.5.C,D; 6.6.A,B,C)

	
	
	
	Chair Test/Pass offs 

(6.1.A; 6.2.A,B; 6.3.C)

	Notes:
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	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Week 25
	
	
	
	

	Continue to learn Canton Contest music, counting, rhythms, all scales, and instrument specific skills. (6.1.A,B,C; 6.2.A,B,C; 6.3.A,C; 6.5.C,D; 6.6.A,B,C)

	
	
	
	Chair Test/Pass offs

(6.1.A; 6.2.A,B; 6.3.C)

	Week 26
	
	
	
	

	Continue to learn Canton Contest music, counting, rhythms, all scales, and instrument specific skills. (6.1.A,B,C; 6.2.A,B,C; 6.3.A,C; 6.5.C,D; 6.6.A,B,C)

	
	
	
	Chair Test/Pass offs
(6.1.A; 6.2.A,B; 6.3.C)

	Week 27
	
	
	
	

	Continue to learn Canton Contest music, counting, rhythms, all scales, and instrument specific skills. (6.1.A,B,C; 6.2.A,B,C; 6.3.A,C; 6.5.C,D; 6.6.A,B,C)

	
	
	
	 Chair Test/Pass offs 
(6.1.A; 6.2.A,B; 6.3.C)
Deadline to pass off all requirements for 2nd Semester Buckeye Bands.

	Notes:
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Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Week 28
	
	
	
	

	Continue to learn Canton Contest music, counting, rhythms, all scales, and instrument specific skills. (6.1.A,B,C; 6.2.A,B,C; 6.3.A,C; 6.5.C,D; 6.6.A,B,C)

	
	Deadline to make a first division on Canton music.

	
	Spot check on Canton Music

(6.1.A; 6.2.A,B; 6.3.C)

	Week 29
	
	
	
	

	Continue to learn Canton Contest music, counting, rhythms, all scales, and instrument specific skills. (6.1.A,B,C; 6.2.A,B,C; 6.3.A,C; 6.5.C,D; 6.6.A,B,C)

	
	
	
	Chair Test

(6.1.A; 6.2.A,B; 6.3.C)

	Week 30
	
	
	
	

	Rehearse at JH Band Hall during Electives.
Continue to learn Canton Contest music, counting, rhythms, all scales, and instrument specific skills. (6.1.A,B,C; 6.2.A,B,C; 6.3.A,C; 6.5.C,D; 6.6.A,B,C)

	
	
	
	

	Notes:  Students who fail the 5th six weeks will not be able to attend the Canton Contest and Splash Kingdom water park. No exceptions.
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	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Week 31
	
	
	
	

	Rehearse at JH Band Hall during Electives.

Practice music for Canton in full class setting on days where students are not STAAR testing. (6.1.A,B,C; 6.2.A,B,C; 6.3.A,C; 6.5.C,D; 6.6.A,B,C)

	
	
	
	

	Week 32
	
	
	
	

	Rehearse at JH Band Hall during Electives.

(6.1.A,B,C; 6.2.A,B,C; 6.3.A,C; 6.5.C,D; 6.6.A,B,C)

	Rehearse at JH Band Hall during Electives.


	Rehearse at JH Band Hall during Electives.


	Rehearse at JH Band Hall during Electives.


	Canton Contest and Splash Kingdom water park

	Week 33
	
	
	
	

	Begin working on Fight Song, School Song and Majorette tunes for 7th grade band. (6.1.A,B,C; 6.2.A,B,C; 6.3.A,C; 6.5.C,D)
	
	
	Spring Concert* (This is a tentative date)
	

	Notes: After Canton is over, the band begins to work with Mr. Witt, the 7th grade director. This will help them prepare for what JH band will be like. We work on various tunes for 7th grade band until the end of the school year. 
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	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Week 34
	
	
	
	

	Continue working on Fight Song, School Song and Majorette tunes for 7th grade band. (6.1.A,B,C; 6.2.A,B,C; 6.3.A,C; 6.5.C,D)

	
	
	
	

	Week 35
	
	
	
	

	Continue working on Fight Song, School Song and Majorette tunes for 7th grade band.

(6.1.A,B,C; 6.2.A,B,C; 6.3.A,C; 6.5.C,D)

	
	
	
	

	Week 36
	
	
	
	

	
	Continue working on Fight Song, School Song and Majorette tunes for 7th grade band.

(6.1.A,B,C; 6.2.A,B,C; 6.3.A,C; 6.5.C,D)

	
	
	Students take instruments they own home for the summer.

	Week 37
	
	
	
	

	Check-in School Instruments

	Check-in School Instruments
	Last day of school, watch BLAST movie.
	
	

	Notes: 
Should we need to use both bad weather days, staff is scheduled to be here for a staff development on Saturday, June 7.



